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extent of their influence are also worth careful considera-
tion.
The influence of the Jewish people upon the general
progress of Turkey corresponds very closely with their
own internal advancement: the latter, in turn, being re-
flected from individual as well as collective Jewish move-
ments in other countries. Their history can be divided
into two main periods. The first period begins in the
year 1500 and ends in the year 1650. This is the period
when the Jews took a leading part in the development of
diplomatic .relations between the Turkish Empire and
the countries of Europe. A number of influential Jews
from Spain and Portugal, who had settled in Turkey,
exercised a powerful influence over the political, commer-
cial, and intellectual expansion of the Empire. Then
through lack of leadership follows that period of decline
characterized by the lethargic condition of the Jews,
resulting in their temporary political and economic down-
fall. This interval lasted one hundred and fifty years,
beginning with the year 1650. The last period begins
with the nineteenth century, and is noticeable for a com-
plete revival of a period of activity on the part of the
Jews in Turkey. This influence made itself felt gradu-
ally through the intellectual, commercial, and financial
rebirth of the country, thus contributing to the develop-
ment of the country in the world's civilization.
Bent on conquest in Asia, the descendants of Osman
had, from the very outset, come into contact with Jewish
settlements which had been established for centuries.
These settlements were to be found particularly in and
near seaports, because the latter offer facilities for quick
exit in troublesome and perilous times. In fact, nowhere
in the Ottoman Empire have they settled at a distance of
more than sixty to seventy kilometers from the shore.
For example, there are settlements of Jews at Brusa
(sixty kilometers from the port of Mudania) and at

